Belmont University

Belmont Digital Repository
Core Studies Projects

Watkins ARTchive

Spring 2017

Oquirrh Mound
Natalie Briscoe
Watkins College of Art and Design

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.belmont.edu/core
Part of the Art and Design Commons

Recommended Citation
Briscoe, Natalie, "Oquirrh Mound" (2017). Core Studies Projects. 63.
https://repository.belmont.edu/core/63

This Art Project is brought to you for free and open access by the Watkins ARTchive at Belmont Digital Repository.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Core Studies Projects by an authorized administrator of Belmont Digital
Repository. For more information, please contact repository@belmont.edu.

Through this work, I intend to bring awareness to the increasingly harmful impacts of
mountaintop removal mining throughout the United States. Some of the harmful
impacts of mountaintop removal mining are:
1.

Air pollution/ Presence of dust: Due to movements of machines,
haulage trucks, blasting of benches etc.

2.

Sound Pollution: Mainly due to blasting

3.

Water Pollution/Chemicals: mining companies dump more than
180 million tons of hazardous mine waste into rivers, lakes, and
oceans worldwide each years

4.

Water Pollution: Mixing of mine drainage with river water or the
ground water.

5.

Loss of forest and ecology : Deforestation is done before
opening the mine which leads to loss of forest cover and loss of

habitat to the wildlife living in the region.
6.

Loss of soil fertility : When these mine sites are abandoned, the
ecology of the surrounding area is destroyed and rarely recovers.

Throughout my research i gathered images of strip mining sites.

I found these striations in the mines to be interesting forms and this is where the visual
connections are based within my work

●

Located on the Oquirrh Mountain Range (hence the title of the work: i also want to
place emphasis on the natural landscape in which the mine is disrupting)

●

Largest man-made excavation in the world

●

Began construction in 1906 by Utah Copper Company

●

In the 1980s investigations found contamination in groundwater caused by mining
operations that were releasing hazardous materials.

●

In the 1990s homes that had been built on former floodplains were found to be
contaminated with high levels of lead and arsenic

●

From 2000 to 2011 the mine has had 18 reported chemical spills. The EPA
estimated that a 72 mile plume of contaminated groundwater has been created over
the course of the mine due to spills and runoff.

a.

The work will be located in Liberty Park, in SLC. this park is extremely wellknown in Salt Lake County and the inclusion of this piece would bring
awareness of the harmful impact of mining industry to a large population
that visits this park.

b.

Second largest spans 80 acres

c.

Additionally, you can can also view the mine from the park and throughout
slc, making this connection quite direct.

View of specific place where the work will be located within the park

i.

Landscape architect Charles Jencks creates land art and earth
sculptures that are often inspired by molecular biology and
astronomy

ii.

In these works I was interested in these spiraling and swirling forms
and additions he created to the land as well as walking experience
that the work requires

i.

I also looked back to ancient earthworks of pre-Columbian Native
American society

ii.

Looking at the layered forms of the these mounds and the way in
which one can walk upon and around these mounds

i.

a 1.45-mile-long (2.33 km) New York City linear park built in
Manhattan on an elevated section of a disused New York Central
Railroad spur called the West Side Line.

ii.

I was also inspired by the walking experience of this work and the
way in which the gardens were situated on both side of the viewer

a.

My project started out as three separate, static sculptures that would stand
as layered terrace like gardens. Repetition of these forms echo the
straitions of mine but build up rather than cut into the mine

a.

Eventually the work evolved into a much larger, singular structure that
would allow the viewer to walk along the top of the structure. Also when the
viewer reaches the top, they have a better view of the mine.

b.

The flat levels of the structure will contain gardens that are situated on each
side of the paved walkway

c.

Additionally, Salt Lake City has a large homeless population and I intend to
grow produce in each garden that will distributed to homeless shelters
throughout the city, emphasizing that this work is a life giving force rather
than a destructive force.

Sketch of the walkways

a.

Here are the final concept sketches
i.

From the air as an overall view. I made an edit to the structure and
replaced stairs with sloped pathways for handicapped accessibility

ii.

Formally, more similar to pattern of mine, creates a better sense of
unity within the piece as the slopes continually wrap around the
structure

i.

Walking along the first level

i.

From the view of the top of the mound

a.

Here is the first diagram which shows a topographic view of the work. The
work will span 400 ft in length and 140 ft in width. Each sloped walkway is
15 ft wide and the areas with the gardens have paved walkways that are 5 ft
wide to allow plenty of room for the gardens.

a.

This diagram shows the height of each level which gradually become
smaller from 30, 20,10 ft. and shows a comparison of the mound to a 6ft tall
person: in total 60 ft

i.

One of the materials that will be used to construct this work will
consist of mollisol which is common throughout this area. This soil
is a silty sandy mixture

ii.

The soil can be stabilized by mixing in 3% of Portland cement #1.

iii.

Zoysia grass creates a thick lawn that physically prevents weeds
from entering/tolerable to various temperatures

iv.

The paved walkways will be made from green asphalt and the
railing will be made from a material called green oxen. Both
substances are made solely from recycled material, reducing the
environmental impact of this work to as little as possible.

v.

Produce that is common within Utah that may be grown in the
gardens consist of, radishes, mustard greens, tomatoes, zucchini
(and other summer squash), peas, corn, beans and lettuce.

a.

Here is the 4D portion
i.

Filmed my 3d maquette to mimic drone photography to convey the
scale of the piece. It also explores the way that natural sunlight
interacts with the forms and how the piece changes visually with
different lighting in various times of the day
ii.

CONCLUDE:

iii. In conclusion, this work intends to bring greater awareness to the
way humans can destroy natural landscapes and create destructive
forces that harm both wildlife and ourselves, through the immersive
experience and creation of life that this work would provide. Thank
you for your time

